"YUAN THE RED/' THE JUDAS OF SUN

immediately to Peking. Yuan gave him a great
feast of welcome. Chang was happy in the honor
of the welcome and gratified with the generosity
of the hospitality. Then came Yuan's command.

"To death with him!"

So the detachment of soldiers who had been de-
tailed for that purpose even before the feasting
began took General Chang back into the quiet of
the garden and murdered him forthwith.

It was a quiet little affair at the time; merely
a matter of friendly accommodation on the part
of Yuan the Red toward his good friend, Li the
Treacherous; anything to accommodate a friend j
and, moreover, Yuan himself did not care much
for Chang, and hence, in murdering Chang, he
was killing two birds with one stone. Official
murders were the order of the day during Yuan's
bloody reign, and Yuan thought that this quiet
and convenient little murder would soon "blow
over" like the others.

In this, however, Yuan made a great mistake,
for hardly was General Chang's dead body cold
before the wrath of certain of Chang's friends
commenced to show itself; and, through the pro-
tests of these friends, finally the people, hearing
of the foul deed, commenced to murmur at the
most unprovoked and deliberate murder. So
notorious had the story of General Chang's
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